
GLPA would like to thankeveryonewho contactedtheir
Representativesand SenatorsregardingSenateBill 229,TheAnimal
Fighting andBaiting Act. After two yearsof hardwork by manypeo-
ple, thebill which would havestrengthenedGeorgia’scurrentdog
fighting law diedin thenon-civil judiciary committee. This wonderful
piece of legislation sailedthroughtheSenatewith only four Senators
voting against it. However,it stalledin thejudiciary committeeand
neverregained momentumbeforethelegislativesessionended.Time,
strongopposition, andpolitical blunderswerea few of thethingsthat
kil led thebill.

Thedefeat of this bill should not beforgotten. It would havemade
it easier for law enforcementto arrest andprosecutepeoplewho engage
in thedangerousandcruel activity of dog-fighting. We encourageyou
to write your Representative andlet themknow of your disappointment
in failing to passthis neededlegislation.

We alsoencourageyou to remainactive in local,state,andfederal
legislative issues that impactanimals.Thefuturefor animalsdepends
significantly on legislativeimprovements,andoneindividual CAN
make a difference! Some of you foundthis out recentlywhenyou
learnedthat making a quick,30-secondphonecall to your
Representative wasaneasy andimpactfulway to helpanimals!Please
educate yourself on who your electedofficials are— let themknow
who you are and build a relationshipwith them. Become familiar with
thelegislativeprocess. GLPA is hereto helpyou.Updating countyordi-
nancesandpassing state-wide animal friendly lawswill meana differ-
encein thelivesof hundredsof thousandsof animals.But no oneper-
son or groupcando it alone— we must bandtogether to work most
effectively.

Onceagain, thank you for your interestin GLPA. If you haven’t
alreadyjoinedus, please considerdoingso.And pleasedo not hesitate
to contact uswith any questionsabouthow you canbea partof
strengthening laws for animals. Our contactinformationis on our web-
site at www.georgialpa.org.

GLPA looksforward to working with you to makeGeorgiaa better,
safer, andhappierplacefor all animals!

For theanimals,
Alli son BrooksherCauthen
Legislative Coordinator

April - June 2006

See our website at www.g eorgialp a.org.
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The Story of HOPE

Hi! My name is HOPE, andthis is my story.I’ m a purebredpit
bull. I was bornaboutoneyearagointo a ring thatsoldpit bulls to dog
fighters. But becauseI waskind of a runt, thepeoplewho ownedme
didn’t think I would bemuchof a fighter, sotheystuckmein a bath-
roomwithout food or waterandleft me thereto die.Nobody knows
how long I was in thatbathroom. It seemedlike a really long time to
me! It was dark andscary,andI washungryandfrightened.

Then oneday, a miraclehappened.Some law enforcementofficers
came to thehouse and foundme. I wasso weak from malnutritionthat
I couldn’t evenstandup,andI hada terrible infectionon my skin.

Thekind officers rushedme to Dr. Merck’s office, andshetreated
me for all kindsof problems. I wasat Dr. Merck’s clinic for a long time
recuperating. Happily, I eventuallygot well enoughto go into foster
care. For thefirst time, I foundout whata dog’s life is really supposed
to belike! Not fighting otherdogs,but playingwith them.Not getting
beaten or starved but givenlove andgoodfood andcleanwateron a
daily basis. Then thegoodpeoplein therescueprogramhelpedmefind
my forever home, and now I amliving happilyeverafterwith my
companions(who are alsopit bulls!). We spendour dayswrestling,
sleeping,and watching out for squirrels!

So that’s my story. EventhoughtheGeorgialegislaturefailed to
pass new laws recently thatwould havemadeit easierfor thepoliceto
arrest thekind of peoplewho intendedto train me to fight otherdogs,
dogfighting is still a felony in Georgia;thanksto goodpeoplelike you
who care aboutanimalsandspeakon our behalf,thatmeansthere’sstill
HOPE for all of us!
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Hope(left), prior to recuperation, recoveredandsmilingHopeis in the
middle, andon theright she’swatchingsquirrelswith her newsisters
andbrothers.



Ahimsa HouseWins National Award

Ahimsa House, Georgia’s only shelterdedicatedto theanimalvic-
timsof domestic violence,washonoredby Pedigree®on February 11,
2006with the“RescueOrganization of theYearAward” for 2005.
Ahimsa Housewas foundedin 2004by GLPA volunteerEmily Christie
as a supportservice for the
domestic violence shelters
in metro-Atlanta and
Athens. Pedigree® honored
Ahimsa Houseat a black
tie gala hostedat the
Museumof Natural
History in Manhattan.
Presidentand founder
Emily ChristieandVice
PresidentRikki Osborne
acceptedtheaward on
behalf of theorganization.
“I t wasa great honorto
receivenational recognition
for AhimsaHouse.
Hopefully this award will helpbring local andworld-wideexposureto
thevery real problemof animalcruelty andits link to humanviolence”
saysChristie.

International film actressMinnie Driver alsohonoredtheaward
winnerswith a speech givenat theeventon theimportanceof animal
welfareand rescue.Thegala dinnerwasgivenin conjunctionwith the
annualWestminster Dog Show by oneof its largestsponsorsand
donors,Pedigree Foodfor Dogs.

For moreinformation onAhimsa House,visit
www.ahimsahouse.org.Donationsaretax deductible.

AhimsaHousepresident,Emily Christie,
actress MinnieDriver,andAhimsaHouse
vice-president, Rikki Osbourneat
Pedigree® awardsceremony.

Be an Animal-Friendly Driver

We don’t necessarily think of driving asanimal cruelty, but on an
averagedayabouta million animalsarekilled by U.S.drivers like you
andme.That isn’t really surprising whenyou considerthenumberof

dead squirrels, birds, possums, raccoons, deer,dogs,
cats, turtles, frogsand otheranimalsyou alonesee
alongroads.

Many of these deathsare avoidable.How canyou
beananimal-friendly driver (AFD)?

n Make a Commitment:First andmost importantly,
make a consciouscommitment to beanAFD.
Otherwise, you’ll likely forgetasyou rusharound

town. You have placesto go,peopleto see,thingsto do.
A pictureof ananimal on your dashboardmight bea goodreminderof
your commitment.TheHumaneSocietyof theUnitedStatesalsooffers
free“Give Wildl ife a Brake” bumperstickers thatremind you andother
driversto beAFDs.

n StayVigilant: Expectanimalsto bein or neartheroad.Remember,
you really are driving throughtheir neighborhoodsandtheyoftendon’t
appreciate thedeadly dangeryou pose.

n ReduceSpeed: You’ll havemuchmoretime to avoidhitting animals
andthey’ll have muchmore time to avoidbeinghit by you if you’re
driving slower. Slowing downis toughfor manyof us,but if you really
care aboutbeing an AFD, you’ll do it.

n Consider Stopping:While stoppingto allow animalsto crossor leave
a highway may not besafe,it may beperfectly safe to stopin a neigh-
borhood.At a minimum, slow downwhenyou seeanimals in or near
theroad.

n Don’t Tailgate: Tailgatingposestwo problems for animals.First, your
view of animals on or neara roadis reduced.Second,driversin front
of you will be less inclinedto slow for animalsif you’re tailgating
them.

n Avoid Cell Phones: If you’re talking on a cell phonewhile driving,
you aren’t payingfull attentionto driving. That increasesyour chances
of hitting animals.

n Understand Squirrels:Squirrelsaren’tstupid.Theyavoidpredators
by moving quickly andchangingdirections.Theyoftenreactthesame
way to cars. Even whena squirrel is off road,it may dart backontothe
road as your car approaches.Slow as you approachthem.

n Don’t Litter: Animalsareattractedby foodandwrappersthrown
along roadsides. Don’t attractthemto theroadby littering.

n UseAlternatives to Driving: Thefewerdrivers,thefewerdeadani-
mals on theroad. Considerwalking,biking or riding MARTA when
reasonably possible.

n Oppose Sprawl: Suburbansprawlmeanslongerdrivesandmore
opportunities for hitting animals.It alsomeansthatanimalhabitatsare
increasingly invaded andfragmentedby roads.Sprawlis not goodfor
humansor animals.

n Encourage“Critter Crossings”:Critter crossings,like underpasses,
overpasses and tunnels,saveanimal lives.Encouragegovernmental
entities to design and constructthem.

Driving is a fact of life for mostof us.But, it doesn’thaveto lead
to so many animal deaths.Considertheseandotherwaysyou canbe
an AFD.

FrankBrown

GLPA Fundraiser
GLPA will be hosting a joint fundraiser along with

PAWS Atlanta and Ahimsa House. Free beer, food and
entertainment! Please join us!

WHERE? Red Bric k Brewery
219 Williams Street NW, Atlanta 30309
404-881-0300

WHEN? May 20, 2006
6 p.m.— until

VIP Tickets $75
VIP wines, fine foods, gifts, beer

and entertainment!

General Admission $40 Advance
and $45 at the door

Free beer, food, and entertainment!

Raffles and prizes awarded throughout the evening.
Your contr ibutio n is tax-deductib le.

For more information and online ticket purchases, visit:
www.pawsatlanta.org
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Thi rd Annual Animal Cruelty Seminar

TheGeorgia Bar is sponsoringtheThird AnnualAnimal Cruelty
Seminar.This seminareducatesprosecutors,judges,lawyers,police,
animal control officersandconcernedcitizenson matters relatedto ani-
mal cruelty laws in Georgia.This programwassopopularlastyearthat
it hasbeenextended from onedayto two this year.

Scheduled speakers includeDr. MelindaMerck,Dr. Randall
Lockwoodof theASPCA, andEric Sakachof theHSUS.CLE credit is
availablefor attorneys, includingTrial Practice Hours. Policeofficers
will receive 9 CEU hours from POST.CEUsfor veterinariansapplied
for with theStateVeterinary Board.

WHERE: Georgia Bar ConferenceCenter
StateBar of Georgia Headquarters
104Marietta Street NW
Atlanta, GA

WHEN: May 18 & 19,2006

HOW TO REGISTER: Visit our website at www.georgialpa.org
to download a registrationbrochure or visit www.iclega.orgto reg-
ister online.

Questions? Call 770-466-0886or toll free1-800-422-0893.

COST: $150for a non-attorney
$195for an attorney

Scholarshipsare availablefor law enforcementandanimalcontrol
officers.Sendan email to glpamembership@gmail.comto request
a scholarship.

Veterinary Update

Dr. Merck continuesher
tireless efforts on behalfof
animals. Shewasrecentlyon
Sandy SpringsRadiohelp-
ing to educatethemasses
about themanyfacetsof ani-
mal cruelty. She’sbeen
asked to chair ananimalcru-
elty program for theNorth
American Veterinary
Conference nextJanuary,
which will give heran
opportunityto train other
veterinarianson issuesof

animal cruelty they may seein their clinics backhome.And sheis now
a forensics consultant with theAmericanSocietyfor thePreventionof
Cruelty to Animals — she’salreadyteamedup with Dr. Randall
Lockwoodto start a NationalVeterinaryForensicsServiceCenter.

PleaseJoin Us!

GLPA is a non-profit organization that is fundedlargelyby duesand
donations.All contributionsare tax deductible.100%of your money
will beused in thedirectserviceof animals.Pleasemail a check
payable to GLPA to:

2451Cumberland Pkwy
Suite 3212
Atlanta,GA 30339-6157

Pleasenotethatyou do NOT haveto beanattorneyto bea member
of GLPA. We welcomeprofessionals from all venuesaswell ascon-
cernedcitizensandanimal advocates.


