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Messagefrom the Legislative Coordinator

GLPA would like to thankeveryonewho contacedtheir
Repesntativesand SenatorgegardingSenateBill 229, TheAnimal
Fighting andBaiting Act. After two yearsof hardwork by many pec
ple, the bill which would havestrengthened>eorgia’scurrentdog
fighting law diedin the non-civil judiciary commitee This wonderfil
piece of legidation sailedthroughthe Senatewith only four Senators
voting aganstit. However,it stalledin thejudiciary committeeand
neverregainel momentumbeforethe legislativesessionended Time,
strongoppostion, andpolitical blunderswerea few of the thingsthat
killed the bill.

Thedefea of this bill shoud not beforgotten. It would havemade
it eager for law enforcemento arres andprosecutegpeoplewho engaje
in thedargerousandcrud acivity of dog-fighing. We encourage/ou
to write your Representative andlet themknow of your disappointmat
in failing to passthis neededegislation.

We alsoenmurage you to remainactive in local, stak, andfederal
legislative issues thatimpactanimals. The future for animals depends
significantly on legislativeimprovementsandoneindividual CAN
make adifference! Sone of you foundthis out recentlywhenyou
learnedthat making a quick, 30-econdphonecall to your
Repesntative wasan easy andimpactfulway to helpanimals! Please
educat yoursdf onwho your eleced officials are— let themknow
who you are and build a relationshipwith them Become familiar with
the legislativeprocess. GLPA s hereto helpyou. Updatng countyordi-
nancesandpasing statewide animal friendly laws will meana differ-
encein thelives of hundredof thousand®f animals.But no oneper
sonor groupcando it alone— we mug bandtogeherto work most
effectively.

Onceagan, thank you for yourinterestin GLPA. If you haven't
alreadyjoined us plea® considerdoing so.And pleasedo not hesitate
to contad uswith any quegionsabouthow you canbe a partof
strengtheing laws for animals Our contactinformationis on our web-
Site at www.georgidpa.org.

GLPA looksforward to working with you to makeGeorgiaa better,
safer, andhappier placefor all animals

For the anindls,
Allison Brookdher Cauthen
Legidative Coorinator
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Hope(left), prior to recupeation, recoveredand smiling Hopeis in the
middle andontheright she’swatchingsquirrelsvith her newsisters
andbrothe's.

The Story of HOPE

Hil My name is HOPE, andthisis my story.l’m a purebredpit
bull. I was bornaboutoneyearagointo aring thatsold pit bulls to dog
fighters. But becausel waskind of arunt, the people who ownedme
didn’t think I would be much of a fighter, sothey stuckmein a bath
roomwithout food or waterandleft me thereto die. Nobody knows
howlong| wasin thatbathroom It seenedlike areally longtime to
me! It was dark andscary,andl washungryandfrightened.

Then oneday, amiracle happenedSome law enforcemenbfficers
came to the hous and found me. | wasso week from malnutritionthat
| couldn’t evenstandup, andl hadaterrible infectionon my skin.

Thekind officers rushedme to Dr. Merck’s office, andshetreated
me for all kindsof problens. | wasat Dr. Merck’s clinic for alongtime
recupeating. Happily, | eventuallygot well enoughto go into foster
care. For thefirst time, | found out whata dog'slife is really supposed
to belike! Not fighting otherdogs,but playingwith them.Not getting
beaten or starved but givenlove andgoodfood andcleanwateron a
daly basis. Then the goodpeoplein the resaie programhelpedmefind
my forever home, and now I amliving happily everafterwith my
companions(who are alsopit bulls!). We spendour dayswrestling,
deeping, and watching out for squirrels!

So tha's my story. Eventhoughthe Georgialegislaturefailed to
pass new laws recently thatwould havemadeit easierfor the policeto
arrest thekind of peoplewho intendedto train me to fight otherdogs,
dogfighting is still afelonyin Georgia;thanksto goodpeoplelike you
who care aboutanimals andspeakon our behalf,thatmeanghere’sstill
HOPE for all of ud

See our website at www.g eorgialp a.org.



Ahimsa HouseWins National Award

AhimsaHouse Geogia’s only shelterdedicatedto the animalvic-
tims of domestic violence washonoredby Pedigree®n Febuay 11,
2006with the “Rescue Organizatdn of the YearAward” for 2005.
Ahimsa Housewas foundedin 2004by GLPA volunteerEmily Christie
as asupportsewvice for the
domestic violence shelters
in meto-Atlantaand
Athens Paligre® honoked
Ahimsa Houseat a black
tie galahogedat the
Museumof Naturd
History in Manhétan.
Presdentand founder
Emily ChristieandVice
PresdentRikki Osbone
accepeédtheaward on AhimsaHousepresident,Emily Christie,
behaf of theorganization.  actress Minnie Driver,and AhimsaHouse
“It wasagrea honorto vice-president, Rikki Osboune at
receivenaiond recognifon Pedigres® awards ceremony
for AhimsaHouse
Hopefuly this award will helpbring local andworld-wide exposurego
the very real problemof animalcruelty andits link to humanviolence”
saysChristie

Internatonal film actressMinnie Driver alsohonoedthe award
winnerswith a speech givenat the eventon theimportanceof animal
welfareand resaue. The gala dinnerwasgivenin conjunctionwith the
annualWestninster Dog Show by oneof its largestsponsorand
donors,Pedgree Foodfor Dogs

For moreinformation on Ahimsa House, visit
www.ahinsahouseorg. Donations aretax deductible.

Be an Animal-Friendly Driver

We don't necessaiily think of driving asanimal cruety, but onan
aveiagedayaboutamillion animalsarekilled by U.S. driverslike you
andme.Tha isn't really surprisng whenyou considerthe number of
dead squirrels, birds, posums raccoonsdeer,dogs
cas, turtles, frogsand otheranimalsyou alonesee
alongroads.

Many of these deathsare avoidabé. How canyou
be ananimal-friendly driver (AFD)?

n Make a Commitment: Firstandmostimportantly,

make a consciouscommitmentto beanAFD.

Othewise, you'll likely forgetasyou rusharound
town. You have placesto go, peopleto see thingsto do.
A pictureof ananimal on your dahboardmight be a goodreminder of
your commitment. The HumaneSociety of the United Statesalsooffers
free“Give Wildlife a Brake” bunper stickers thatremind you andother
driversto be AFDs.

n StayVigilant Expectanimalsto bein or neartheroad.Remember,
youredly are driving throughtheir neighborhoodsandthey oftendon’t
appecide the deadly dangeryou pos.

n ReduceSped: You'll havemuchmoretime to avoid hitting animals
andthey’ll have much more time to avoid beinghit by you if you're
driving slower. Slowing downis toughfor many of us,butif you really
care aboutbeing an AFD, you'll doit.

Frank Brown

n Condder Stopping:While stoppingto allow animalsto crossor leave
ahighway may not be safe,it may be peffectly s&e to stopin a neigh
borhood At a minimum, slow downwhenyou seeanimalsin or near
theroad.

n Don't Tallgate: Tailgatingposegwo problens for animals.First, your
view of animels on or neararoadis reduced Seconddriversin front
of youwill belessinclinedto slow for animalsif you're tailgating
them.

n Avoid Cell Phones: If you're talking on a cell phonewhile driving,
you aren’t payingfull attentionto driving. Thatincreaseyour chances
of hitting animals.

n Undestand Squirrels: Squirelsaren'tstupid. Theyavoid predators
by moving quickly andchangingdirections.They oftenreactthe same
way to cars. Even whena squirrel is off road,it may dart backontothe
road as your car approachesSlow as you approactthem.

n Don't Litter: Animals areattractedby food andwrapperghrown
along roadsdes. Don't attractthemto the roadby littering.

n UseAlternatives to Driving: Thefewerdrivers,the fewerdeadani
mals on theroad. Considerwalking, biking or riding MARTA when
reasonaly possible.

n Oppo® Sprawl: Suburbansprawlmeanslongerdrivesandmore
opportunities for hitting animals. It alsomeanghatanimalhabitatsare
increasingly invaded andfragmentedby roads.Sprawlis not goodfor
humans or animals.

n Encourage Critter Crossings”Critter crossings|ike underpasses,
overpasses and tunnels saveanimal lives. Encouragegovernmental
entities to design and constructthem

Driving is afact of life for mostof us.But, it doesn’thaveto lead
to so many animal deathsConsidertheseandotherwaysyou canbe
an AFD.

GLPA Fundraiser

GLPA will be hosting a joint fundraiser along with
PAWS Atlanta and Ahimsa House. Free beer, food and
entertainment! Please join us!

WHERE? Red Bric k Brewery
219 Williams Street NW, Atlanta 30309
404-881-0300

WHEN? May 20, 2006
6 p.m.— until

VIP Tickets $75
VIP wines, fine foods, gifts, beer
and entertainment!

General Admission $40 Advance
and $45 at the door
Free beer, food, and entertainment!

Raffles and prizes awarded throughout the evening.
Your contribution is tax-deductible.
For more information and online ticket purchases, visit:
www.pawsatlanta.org



Third Annual Animal Cruelty Seminar Veterinary Update

The Georgia Bar is sponsoringhe Third AnnualAnimal Cruelty
Seminar. This seminar educategprosautors,judges,lawyers, police,
animal control officersandconcernecitizenson maters relatedto ank
md cruetty laws in Geomgia. This programwasso popularlastyearthat
it hasheenextendel from onedayto two this year

Schedule speakers includeDr. MelindaMerck, Dr. Randll
Lockwood of theASRCA, andEric Sakachof theHSUS. CLE creditis
avaiablefor attorneys including Trial Pracice Hours Police officers
will receive 9 CEU hours from POST.CEUsfor veterinariangpplied
for with the State Veterirary Board.

WHERE: Geowia Bar ConfeenceCenter
StateBar of Georgia Headquarters
104 Marietta Street NW
Atlantg GA

WHEN: May 18& 19,2006

HOW TO REGISTER: Visit our webste at www.georgialpa.org
to download a registration brochue or visit www.iclega.orgo reg
ister online

Quegions? Cdl 770-466-0886or toll free 1-800-422-0893.

COST: $150for anon-atomey
$195for an attomney

Scholaships are availablefor law enforcementandanimalcontiol
officers.Sendan emailto glpamembership@ymail.comto request
aschdarship.

PleaseJoin Us!

GLPA is anon-pofit organizaton thatis fundedlargelyby duesand
donatons.All contributions are tax deductible 100%of your money
will beusel in thedirectserviceof animals.Pleasemail a check
payabe to GLPA to:

2451 Curberland Pkwy
Suite 3212
Atlanta, GA 303396157

Pleassenotethatyoudo NOT haveto be anatorneyto bea menmber
of GLPA. We welcomeprofessonals from all venuesaswell ascon
cemedcitizensandanimal advocags

Dr. Merck continuesher
tireless efforts on behalfof
animals. Shewasrecentlyon
Sandy Springs Radiohelp-

. ingto educatethe mas®s
aboutthe manyfacetsof ank
mal crudty. She’'sbeen
asked to chairananimalcru
elty program for the North
American Veterinary
Conference nextJanuary,
which will give heran
opportunityto train other
veterinarians on issuesof
animal crudty they may seein their clinics backhome. And sheis now
aforenscs conaltant with the AmericanSocietyfor the Preventiorof
Crudty to Animals — she’salreadyteamedup with Dr. Randall
Lockwoodto start a NationalVeterinaryForensicsServiceCenter.
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